THE BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF BLEAK HOUSE
    Bleak House, a novel by Charles Dickens, was first published as a serial between March 1852 and September 1853, and is considered to be one of Dickens' finest novels, containing vast, complex and engaging arrays of characters and plots. The story is told partly by the novel's heroine, Esther Summerson. Main characters include haughty Lady Dedlock, the mean lawyer Tulkinghorn, the realistic John Jarndyce, and the imprudent Richard Carstone and kind Ada Clare, as well as the nice doctor Allan Woodcourt..
    At the novel's centre is long-running litigation (诉讼)Jarndyce and Jarndyce, which has far-reaching consequences for all involved. This case revolves around a testator （立遗嘱者）who apparently made several wills. Dickens' satirization of the English judicial system（司法系统） is based in part on his own experiences as a law clerk, and in part on his experiences as a litigant（诉讼当事人） seeking to enforce copyright on his earlier books.
    Developments in Jarndyce and Jarndyce seem to take a turn for the better when a later will is found which revokes all previous wills and leaves the bulk of the estate to Richard  

and Ada. Meanwhile, John Jarndyce cancels his engagement to Esther, who becomes engaged to Dr. Woodcourt. They go to Chancery to find Richard and to discover what news there might be of the lawsuit's resolution. To their horror, they learn that the new will has no chance to resolve Jarndyce and Jarndyce, for the costs of litigation have consumed the estate. Richard collapses, and Dr Woodcourt determines that he is in the last stages of tuberculosis(肺结核). Richard apologises to John Jarndyce and dies, leaving Ada alone with their child, a boy she names Richard. Jarndyce takes in Ada and the child. Esther and Woodcourt marry and live in a Yorkshire house which Jarndyce gives to them. In time, they have two daughters.
